Call for Proposals under Rural Biotechnology
(Biotech-based Programmesfor Societal Development)

About the Scheme:

The Department of Biotechnology, Government of sshgal, has a scheme on
“Biotech-based Programmes for Societal Developmenthich is being
implemented throughout the State to benefit SC, ®Wdmen and rural people.
Through this scheme, demonstration and trainingnarmmes are being conducted
in various income and employment generating aawiand proven and field-
tested technologies are being demonstrated to thelparget populace in their
skills development, employment and income genearatto.

Supporting Areas.

The projects are being supported in the areas hitfertilizers, biopesticides,
sericulture, aquaculture, mushroom cultivation, ridmia production, organic
farming, vermicomposting, floriculture, animal hasildry, cultivation of medicinal
and other economically important plants, bio-wagtdéization and solid waste
management, marine bio-resources utilization (cafitbn of seaweeds and
cultivation of aquatic organisms etc.), value adgeaducts, products from forest
produce, etc.

Who can apply?

The projects are being supported at universitesnérs’ co-operatives, voluntary
and non-government organizations with proven traegord etc. The eligible
agencies can submit 3 copies of the proposal irptascribed format (which can
be downloaded from the www.biotechbengal.gov.injh®Principal Secretary,
Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of West Bengal, 4, Camac Street, 2™
Floor, Kolkata 700016. (email: wbbiotech@gmail.com)

Essential Requirements:
1. Expertise with the organization:

« The organization and Pl should have essential fipations and
experience in the discipline of the proposed aféay should have
implemented at least few field-based extensionntei® projects
benefiting target population. This should be intkdaas an evidence
of expertise available in the proposal.

+ At least one co-investigator of the similar backgra is required to
be included in the proposal.

+ In case, the organization wishes to engage theregsg@drom the
government organization/national labs/institute fdre overall
project duration, written consents from the compietauthority of



the organization/lab/institute is required to betagied before
submitting the proposal.

+ Retired professionals can be engaged in the pragper the norms
of the organization, provided they are activelyaged with them in
the field-implementation nature of projects and idouwnot be
allowed to be associated as and when required her activity
implementation.

+ Detailed self signed bio-data of the investiga{ost more than two
pages) are essential.

+ Necessary forwarding by the organization is mangato
2. Other requirementsin case of non-gover nment organizations.
i. Registration Certificate of the society/association
il. MoA including By-laws and mandate of the organizati

lii. Audited statement of accounts for the last thresrs/€he organization
should have a minimum balance of Rs. 5 lakhs atetig of last
three subsequent financial years)

iv. Annual Report including activity profile for lagiree years

Note: Single attested copy of all these documents ayained to be submitted with
the original copy of the proposal. Other copieshs proposal may not include
these documents.

Addresses should be written in a legible manner andar as possible, detailed
communication addresses including phone/cellpharkfax numbers and e-mail
addresses etc. should be provided.

Programme Details:

o The proposal should be specifically aimed on fadnonstration/extension
oriented activities for the welfare of society (SCT/population, weaker
sections, rural population, women and youths) ustigtechnological
processes/techniques. If required, a very littleCR&mponent can be
included for standardization of techniques alredelyeloped (4-6 months).

o The objectives of the proposal should be well fecduand compact. The
objectives are required to be provided list-wis@Ximum 4/5 pages) and
should indicate about number of awareness, trai@ing demonstration
programmes, number of direct and indirect benefiesa (in terms of
individuals, families, villages, blocks and distsic etc), names of
crops/species and types of interventions proposed.

o The methodology, organization of work elements &neke schedule of
activities giving milestones should be very clear.
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The targets and milestones should be laid on atelambasis and they
should be quantifiable.

The list of beneficiaries should be provided bathtéerms of number of
persons and number of families. As far as possiisieshould be provided
with their authentication (signature/thumb imprea$iand addresses.

Marketing linkages with documentary evidence angblagk arrangements
should be clearly specified in the project with essary evidences. If
organization is opting for buy-back, it may cledoly indicated that how the
organization will be disposing the material in tharket.

Infrastructurerequirement:

Organizations seeking this kind of funding supgortconducting training

and demonstration activities are required to hassemtial infrastructure
viz. building, training hall, demonstration farmessential equipments for
analytical and training work, projection facilityyehicle and other

transportation facility and computational facilgtietc.

Necessary evidences of linkages with the other agencies are required to
be provided for buy-back arrangements.

Selection of the Beneficiariesfor training/demonstration:

The implementing agency should target the villagethe vicinity (which
should not be concentrated at the organizationfscesheadquarter), in
which the real need of interventions are requiggdiie benefit of the target
population. Based upon the nature of activity farrting, the beneficiaries
are required to be identified, who are willing taee their assets and labour
and contribute some of their earnings in the aotivi

In case of agro-cropping, details are required @n arops to be cultivated,
area to be covered under each activity, number esfeficiaries to be

trained, acreage covered by each beneficiary, lagklarrangements and
linkages with other user agencies including bankimgport etc.

Details are required to be provided in a tabulamfabout number of
training programmes year-wise, their duration anchber of trainees to be
trained — activity-wise as part of project summary.

Under demonstration activity, name of the crop(®) lbe raised,
methodology for adopting novel approach in culimatusing organic
farming, number of demonstrations to be conduceat-yise, beneficiaries
to be trained and list of villages to be coverax ate essentially required.

Self-help group (SHG) approach is required to beldbwp in the

implementation schedule. It may help other categoof beneficiaries, who
does not have their own land and they can be wtlainevarious other
professions like marketing, product making andatsiching.



Expected outcomes and deliverables:

The project should clearly bring out the benefiistlie target populace
through technology transfer using locally availaf@sources.

Attention should be paid on income and employmentegation in addition
to their present occupation. Change is their Mesin terms of monetary
gain, generation of employment in rural areas autlitonal as well as
livelihood security should be the main aims of peject.

The project should create avenues for the targptilpoe to stay back in
their areas and stop migrating to the cities.

The activity undertaken should be employment/reeegenerating and not
job displacing.

It should also pertain to the judicious utilizatioh bio-resources in the
implementation area through the involvement of éaggppulation in farm
activities. It should not lead to environmental @&@tion or ecological
imbalance. Assessment in this regard must be stdam#long with the
project proposal.

During the project duration, implementing agencyowtl encourage
formation of cooperative society of the benefi@arto continue the activity
in a sustainable manner. After termination of Gostipport, assets
generated are required to be transferred to thperative so formed.

Funding support likely to be provided:

In view of extension-oriented programme, sophistida and costly
equipment would not be provided. Marginal suppastlsl be provided for
creating small infrastructure/equipment, if it Issalutely essential.

Recurring grant will be limited for engaging prajstaff (excluding project
investigators), consumables and training materiedsel and contingencies
etc.



